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 1 

Present Members:  Jenny Garneau, Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Timothy Lepore and Melissa Murphy, 2 

Parker Richard 3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Cyrus Peirce Middle School Cafeteria. 5 

 6 

Chair, Tim Lepore opened the meeting, asking for a slight change in the order of the Agenda and to bring 7 

Comments first to accommodate the number of people attending the present SC meeting to discuss World 8 

Languages. Jenny Garneau made a motion to approve the agenda, Robin Harvey seconded, and it was 9 

approved unanimously. 10 

 11 

Comments from the Public 12 
Tim Lepore addressed the room regarding the French program (and other language possibilities) and 13 

acknowledged the obvious amount of interest shown by the attendance of parents and students present.  He 14 

indicated that there will be no votes taken but they are willing to listen.  He noted that French has been a 15 

discussion topic for many years and the low participation (in comparison to Spanish) have clearly showed 16 

that the current model is not flourishing.  He opened the floor to students first.  Approximately five students 17 

(James Roggeveen (Junior), Charlotte Tallman (2012 graduate), Lydia Gullickson (Junior), Katie Tassel, 18 

Avery Elford (Junior) addressed the Committee. James Roggeveen handed a petition filled with 459 19 

signatures to keep the French program status quo.  Questions from all the students: 20 

 What are the Chinese sign up numbers? 21 

 What are the Latin sign up numbers? 22 

 7th grade French has the strongest numbers, why is this cut? 23 

 How will I fill my four or five or six years’ requirements for college? 24 

 Is Mandarin really the language of our future? 25 

 Why can’t we finish what language we started? 26 

 27 

Some students suggested that other languages (Latin or Chinese) be cut, while others argued that all should 28 

be offered.  Many expressed that taking a language via virtual technology seemed at odds with the fact that 29 

languages are conversation at their core. 30 

 31 

Tim Lepore jumped in to explain that we have to consider the modifications of how we teach our 32 

languages, we need to make efficient use of our dollars in teaching and the administrators will need to 33 

present to the constituents, how the model will work. He reiterated that the program was not cut, but rather 34 

changed and he asked everyone to try to keep perspective. Dr. Lepore then opened the floor to parents – 35 

their concerns were largely that parents were given no notice about curtailing the program, no evidence of 36 

alternatives, no options for grandfathering current high school students who are largely invested in French 37 

for their college requirements.  They wanted to understand why it was not possible to keep a part-time 38 

teacher if not a full time teacher.  Several suggested that Spanish appears to be more supported with 39 

classrooms and clubs and trips and asked how these decisions will affect students’ future.  They shared the 40 

students’ concern with replacing a live teacher with a computer online lesson.  Robin Harvey asked for 41 

more information, as did Student Council Representative Parker Richards, and Melissa Murphy suggested a 42 

Workshop to hear more details regarding this “hot” topic.  The Committee agreed and has set May 28, 2013 43 

at 6:00 for the World Languages Workshop. 44 

 45 

 46 
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 47 
A 6

th
 grade student, Emmett Clark, made a plea to have Physical Education every day for 7

th
 graders next 48 

year and NES teacher, Galen Gardner, echoed her hope that physical education would be all year in every 49 

grade next year.  Mr. Steve Sortevik, a teacher in CPS, asked for clarification regarding Math and 50 

remediation, and what the administrators are planning on doing to address these concerns. Additional 51 

public comments: but different topic.  It was decided that Mr. Meadows would address any curricular 52 

changes at CPS at the regularly scheduled meeting on June 4
th

. 53 

 54 

Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 55 

Food Service Update–Gail Oliviera (Chartwells) & Patricia Cattafe, School Nutrition Director 56 
Both Ms. Oliviera and Ms. Cattafe presented to the Committee, the year-to-date data showing some 57 

positives and some negatives, but shared that over all Chartwells’ first year can be considered successful.  58 

Stating the solid numbers of meal purchases, ‘meal’ or ‘ala carte’ sales, the healthy meals provided with 59 

universal feedback that the food is appealing, and also including reimbursement dollars up and labor costs 60 

and food costs (controls and inventory tighter) down, a good initial year.  Ms. Oliviera also pointed out that 61 

we are getting $.06 extra per meal from the government, because we meet dietary standards and we offer 62 

healthy options. Another positive aspect is the Farm to School program which continues to thrive. While a 63 

slow start to resume the program this first year, Ms. Cattafe will be gleaning this summer and will use 64 

product more this coming Fall. Jenny Garneau mentioned the Mass in Motion grant money available to 65 

help with Farm to School and Ms. Cattafe said she would definitely look into the grant. Ms. Cattafe and 66 

Ms. Oliviera pointed out that increased state and federal standards and regulations pose significant 67 

challenges as does running a food service on Nantucket. There was some discussion regarding negative 68 

student account balances and how to recoup those losses.  Superintendent Cozort shared that existing 69 

school policy caps charges at $50.00, but there are some old balances that are considerably in excess of 70 

this.  He reminded the Committee that we do not allow Seniors to walk at graduation with any outstanding 71 

debts, including overdue food balance.   72 

 73 

Annual Technology Report – Director of Technology, Karen McGonigle 74 
Mrs. McGonigle offered an interactive report, emphasizing four strands: educational technology; 75 

infrastructure; Professional Development and Data-collection/Reporting.   She presented data, including a 76 

hardware inventory showing the number of different devices used. In our district we utilize 77 

SMARTBoards, traditional desktop computers, laptops, iPads, Chromebooks, and BYOD (bring your own 78 

device registered on our wireless network).  Purchases by the department are made to provide options to 79 

enhance learning and teaching methods.  Mrs. McGonigle noted that we are aggressively replacing 80 

antiquated technology, pointing out that we will replace all hardware with a date prior to 2005.  She also 81 

gave a brief overview of several initiatives that will upgrade our present infrastructure (switches, servers, 82 

fiber connections).   She shared the many different professional development activities that have been 83 

offered to staff throughout the year.   84 

 85 

Workshop Walk-about at Nantucket Elementary School 86 
The School Committee went on a “walkabout” on May 14 at NES early in the morning to watch the start of 87 

the day unfold and to observe the throngs of students in action within the walls on a typical day.  As has 88 

been discussed throughout the past two years, the elementary school population has maxed out the space 89 

and a solution must be quickly determined.  Melissa Murphy appreciated seeing, in much closer details, 90 

how vital space is utilized.  She commented that the staff is doing a superb job ‘rolling’ with it.  Jennifer 91 

Iller mentioned that cluster space is vital and does not want to see those enclosed into classrooms.  Robin  92 

 93 
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Harvey mentioned that talking to teachers and staff will be important to hear what their needs and concerns 95 

are.  Bottom line, what are the next steps?  The Committee agreed that information must be shared with the 96 

community.  Superintendent Cozort reassured the committee that Town Administration, CapCom, FinCom, 97 

Selectmen all know the need to act now.  By the end of the summer, we will no longer be looking for space 98 

inside the existing walls, but must be looking for additional space. 99 

 100 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 101 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Jennifer Iller and seconded by Melissa 102 

Murphy.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 103 

 104 

A motion to approve the minutes of May 7, 2013, was made by Jenny Garneau and seconded by Melissa 105 

Murphy and a motion to approve the Workshop Minutes of May 14, 2013 was made by Melissa Murphy, 106 

seconded by Robin Harvey, and both were approved by a vote of the Committee. 107 

  108 

The Class of 2003 has requested release of their class balance from the NHS Student Activity Account to 109 

their own account. Having provided their new bank account information, a vote may be taken to authorize 110 

such request. 111 

 112 
“On, Motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School Committee:  approves the balance transfer of 113 
$19,119.24 from the NHS Agency Account, to the Nantucket High School Student Activities Account.” 114 

 115 

A motion to approve the transfer was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jenny Garneau.  The 116 

motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 117 

 118 

Superintendent’s Report 119 
Superintendent Cozort reported about his and teacher, Page Martineau’s Professional Development 120 

presentation to the staff on the new educator evaluation system.  He noted that while a change of this 121 

magnitude can be daunting, they were able to convey a sense of “we are all in this together.” 122 

 123 

On the Horizon 124 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting on June 4, 2013: Guidance Update 125 

and Enrollment Update and a CPS Curriculum Update.  However, prior to the regular meeting, the School 126 

Committee has agreed to hold a Workshop Meeting on May 28 to have a presentation on the World 127 

Languages issue.   128 

 129 

Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  130 
Parker Richards reported that Student Council will be holding elections.  He shares a concern voiced by 131 

Joseph Zieff’s about the lack of participation. They feel they need larger numbers, perhaps with longer 132 

deadlines and more announcements.  Melissa Murphy asked if the student population understands the roles 133 

of Student Council.  The end of the year activity is not happening as planned.  No movie, and no 134 

alternatives at this time, hoping to make something happen for next year.  135 

 136 

 137 

 138 

 139 

 140 
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 141 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Robin 142 

Harvey was approved by a vote of the Committee. 143 

 144 

 145 
 146 
Meeting adjourned at 8:01 PM 147 

Respectfully submitted, 148 

Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  149 


